Secretion and activation of the rennin by the rabbit's stomach.
The mucosa of the rabbit's stomach has been studied histochemically, electron microscopically and fluorescence immunologically. The main purpose was to find out whether or not this mucosa secrets the enzyme rennin. During the first two weeks after birth, the gastric glands are composed of only undifferentiated cells. The differentiation of these glands into cardiac, fundic and pyloric glands coincides with the final stage of this period. In the course of the period mentioned the P.A.S.-positive material and the fluorescence induced by rennin exhibit a similar location in the apical cytoplasm of the epithelial cells lining the mucosal surface, the gastric pits and the necks of gastric glands. In the light of these findings, the elaboration and activation of the enzyme rennin is being discussed.